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BANANAS, IMPORTS 

1431. Hon JOHN FISCHER to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
It was reported in The Northern Guardian on 22 October 2003 under the heading “Banana Imports Fears” that 
the Australian Banana Growers’ Council had expressed concern that the federal Government is considering 
allowing the import of bananas from the Philippines.  Given the possible adverse impact on this industry in 
Western Australia, can the minister give Western Australian banana growers an assurance that the State 
Government will continue all possible moves to ensure that federal regulator Biosecurity Australia does not lift 
Australia’s long-held ban?   

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 

I thank Hon John Fischer for some notice of his question.  First, I am not able to give the assurance the 
honourable member seeks.  The reason for that is, as a signatory to the World Trade Organisation and the 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreement, Australia utilises the science-based import risk analysis process to assess 
biosecurity risks associated with proposed imports and determine appropriate import protocols.  Western 
Australia uses a consistent import risk analysis approach for assessment of risks posed by domestic trade.  Both 
international and domestic import risk analysis processes recognise the pest status of Western Australia, and any 
resulting import protocols will ensure that biosecurity risk is mitigated to an appropriately low level.  Trade 
cannot be banned unless there are no suitable means available to reduce risks posed by quarantine pests to an 
appropriately low level.  Biosecurity Australia is currently finalising the import risk analysis for bananas from 
the Philippines following release of the draft import risk analysis report on 30 June 2002. 

The Government strongly supports the consistent and transparent application of scientifically justifiable risk 
management measures to ensure that imports do not expose the State’s agricultural industries and environment to 
an unacceptable level of biosecurity risk.  I understand why the member is concerned, because there is an 
element of subjectivity and variability in the way one side or the other might rank a risk as unacceptably high or 
acceptably low.  There is no precise definition about that.  The member will also be aware of ongoing 
discussions between the Western Australian and Australian Governments on the definition of “regional risk 
analysis”.  I must say that Hon Chrissy Sharp has also taken a close interest in this area.  This issue has been 
difficult to resolve; it will always be challenging.  The question of regional protection levels is something I think 
we have been able to prove we can manage.  In other words, we have put enough teeth in the provisions 
controlling regional protection.  However, there will always be conjecture about that.  I thank the member for 
raising this issue, because it is only by being continually vigilant that we can ensure we will come out with the 
right result in the end.  I am sorry that I cannot give an absolute assurance.  I certainly believe we are going in 
the right direction.  Given that, we have an overriding obligation to meet World Trade Organisation 
requirements.  I do not think we can ever be certain. 
 


